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Sticks and Stones, The Story of Loving A Child. Elizabeth Pieper. 
Human Policy Press Publ., Box 127, Syracuse, N.Y. 13210. $3.75. 

Sticks and stones will break my bones, but names will never hurt me. 
Or will they? Sticks and Stones is one parent’s sensitive and moving 
account of raising a child with disabilities in America. 

Betty Pieper’s story is an excellent book for parents, professionals, 
and ordinary citizens. A perfect book for staff development and parent 
training. Sticks and Stones describes the unintentional and sometimes 
intentional ways society discriminates against disabled children. It 
describes the major problems that parents encounter when they seek 
educational, medical, counselling, and diagnostic services. 

Sticks and Stones gives parents and professionals practical ways of 
relating to each other more effectively. It helps educatiors, for example, 
see what many parents expect of schools and how schools can respond 
positively to the needs of disabled children. It describes, in alternately 
humorous and moving terms, the struggle that parents go through as 
they seek to meet the needs of their children. 


This is a down-to-earth parent story that has important lessons for 
educators, psychologists, medical professionals, social workers, for all 
of us. If educators are looking to prepare for serving severely disabled 
children, Sticks and Stones will provide background that most people 
spend years developing. 
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